
10am – 4pm  Saturday 25 April 2015
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A day of discussions on
the infl uence of one of
the 20th Centuryʼs 
leading architectural 
icons in and around his 
only UK public building.



Walter Gropius (1883 –1969), 
architect and founder of The Bauhaus 
School, is widely regarded as one 
of the pioneering masters of modern 
architecture. The Bauhaus principles 
were highly experimental and theoretical 
concepts, which became one of the most 
influential currents in modern design, art 
and architectural education.

In autumn 1934, Gropius was introduced 
to Henry Morris, Cambridgeshire 
Secretary for Education and creator of  
the Village Colleges. Together they 
shared an optimistic faith that good 
building and aesthetic surroundings 
could assist humane living and social 
reconstruction. Gropius worked alongside 
Maxwell Fry, to prepare designs for 
Impington Village College in summer 
1936. The main Grade 1 Listed 
building at Impington, which stands 
largely unchanged, has the distinction of 
being the only public building in the UK 
designed by Walter Gropius.

 

The lecture day will bring together 
experts from different fields to discuss 
the influence of Gropius’ work at 
Impington. There will be presentations 
on the built environment in the 1930s, 
conservation principles and the 
impact of modernist architecture on 
practice today. The day will explore 
the effects of Gropius’ work at 
Impington, and how his work which 
penetrated the wider world is still 
significant today. 

The day will include an opportunity to 
take a tour around the Grade 1 Listed 
building, and to hear an informal 
talk on Gropius’ colleague, Henry 
Morris as well as latest developments 
at the College. Following the lectures 
there will also be a panel discussion 
offering an opportunity to question 
and debate further.

10.00 – 10.30 Registration and refreshments 
10.30 – 10.40 Welcome 

Rob Campbell, Principal, Impington Village College
10.40 – 11.20 Gropius and the English Architectural Scene 

Elizabeth Darling, Oxford Brookes
A lecture contextualising the architectural sphere in England before Gropius 
arrived in 1934, and reflecting on his impact and influence on design 
thereafter.

11.20 – 12.00 In Search of Walter Gropius 
Alan Powers, Architectural Historian
Re-examining the arguments for and against Gropius’ architecture, especially 
in relation to his largely overlooked period in England,1934-37, which 
produced the design for Impington.

12.00 – 12.40 Lunch
12.40 – 13.40 Exploring Impington

Guided tour of the original Grade 1 Listed Gropius Building including insights 
into current maintenance and restoration challenges. There will also be an 
introduction on Henry Morris by David Rooney, plus news about ambitions to 
build an iconic 6th form centre to compliment the original building.

13.40 – 14.10 Historic Building Conservation 
David Grech, English Heritage
An outline of current policy and methodologies for dealing with historic building 
conservation, including the need for bespoke solutions to ensure that buildings 
such as Impington can be maintained whilst remaining fit for purpose.

14.10 – 14.40 Influence and challenge in architecture today 
Julia Barfield, Mark Barfield Architects
How are architects working today responding to similar challenges that 
Gropius faced at Impington? The talk will focus on the new primary school at 
the North West Cambridge Development.

14.40 – 15.00 Break and refreshments 

15.00 – 15.50 Gropius’ Legacy – Panel Discussion
The final session will allow discussion around the impact of Gropius’ work, 
aiming to answer any questions drawn throughout the day. The panel will be 
chaired by Martin Rigby, Chair of Impington Governors, and will include:
— Alan Powers, Architectural Historian, Independent Scholar
— David Grech, Historic Places Advisor, English Heritage
— Elain Harwood, Senior Architectural Investigator, English Heritage
— Elizabeth Darling, Reader in Architectural History, Oxford  

Brookes University
— Louise Campbell, Emeritus Professor, History of Art Department, 

University of Warwick
— Julia Barfield, Founding Director, Mark Barfield Architects

15.50 – 16.00 Closing words and thanks



The Legacy of WALtER GROPIuS
Lecture Day
Saturday 25 April, 10am – 4pm 
Impington Village College

Price: Adults £25 
Students £15

Fee includes sandwich lunch and refreshments. Please let us know of any special dietary requirements.

Venue: tHE GROPIuS HALL 
Impington Village College 
new Road, Impington 
Cambridgeshire 
CB24 9LX  

Located just 4 miles north of Cambridge the 
venue is easily accessible by car with plenty 
of free parking. Visitors coming by public 
transport can take a train to Cambridge. The 
Citi 8 bus to Impington departs from the train 
station every 20 minutes. The bus journey 
takes approximately 30 minutes and there is a 
stop directly outside the College.

  

For further information contact Faye Morrissey 

impington75@impington.cambs.sch.uk 
01223 200423

For online registration visit

www.impington75.org.uk 

This event is supported by RIBA, English Heritage and the 20th Century Society
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